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But the midshipman at the bottom round of the
official ladder has one advantage over all his supe-
riors, and that is youth. On my cruise homeward
from Manila in 1899, when I needed rest before the
overwhelming public reception that awaited me, I
spent several weeks in the Mediterranean, of whose
dimate and associations I had always been very
fond. I enjoyed myself almost as well as I did when
I was a midshipman.

The Wabash was a ship of which we could be
justly proud, which means a great deal to any naval
officer when he is in foreign waters. He does not
like to feel that his country's flag is flying over an
antiquated craft, which was the case throughout the
depressing years of the seventies and eighties. Many
visitors in every port came on board the "Yankee"
and marvelled at her trimness and particularly at
Iner cleanliness, which has always been characteristic
of American men-of-war.

At this period France, after England, was far and
away the preponderant naval power, and of course
the next greatest influence in world politics. The
Grerman Empire and a United Italy were yet to be
born. The leading ships of all the nations were in the
IVtediterranean, in view of a war impending between
France and Italy and Austria. Besides, the situation
In the Near East was always the ticklish one in the
policy of foreign chancelleries, which, of late years,
laas yielded its place in that respect to the Far East